
	 here’s no doubt that some
products and causes promoted 
to “save the environment” don’t 

actually make much sense and few aren’t 
good at all, once you consider all of the 
unintended consequences.

But any community’s success depends 
on creating an attractive setting, and 
many initiatives labeled 
as “environmentally-
friendly” do make good 
sense, both ecologically 
and financially.

Throw in the fact that 
environmental efforts 
signal a heightened 
community awareness 
and sophistication that’s 
attractive to business 
and potential residents, 
and you see why so 
much attention is paid to 
“going green.”

going green in lee
You don’t hear all that much about green 

projects in Lee County, but that doesn’t 
mean they’re not happening around every 
corner. Here is just a sampling ….

 Central Carolina Community College. 
From the nation’s first associates degree in 
sustainable agriculture to ecotourism and 
green building, the Sanford-based college 
has been in the forefront of environmental 
education. For more, visit cccc.edu/green/.

 Caterpillar. Not only is the company 

recycling 85 percent of its waste, but recent 
innovations have saved 30 percent in 
waste management expenses and slashed 
the transportation required to dispose of 
cardboard and wood waste.

 Wyeth. Reverse osmosis allows the 
company to reuse water. The café moved 
from plastic and foam tableware to bio-

degradable products 
made from sugar and 
corn. And 17 different 
projects help reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

 City of Sanford. 
In addition to curbside 
recycling, water reuse and 
other common initiatives, 
Sanford has recycled 
all of its motor oil since 
1995 — an average of 
3,000 gallons each year. 
The city’s new wastewater 
plant expansion is 
designed to meet the 
Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold 
certification for green buildings.

telling the story
With so much value placed on being 

green, it’s important to show everyone 
how our community has embraced 
environmental stewardship. But it’s equally 
important to look for sensible new ways 
to further enhance our community and 
perhaps even save money in the process. 

First
Things
First

} UNITED WAY GOES “BACK 
TO BASICS.” The United Way of 
Lee County kicked off its annual 
fundraising campaign on Aug. 27 with 
a “Business After Hours” reception at 

Depot Park. 
The theme this 
year: “Back 
to Basics.” 

Executive director Jan Hayes says 
community volunteers suggested 
focusing this fall’s effort on helping 
local residents in a difficult economy 
meet their basic needs — including 
food, shelter and emergency 
health care. Companies and other 
organizations interested in conducting 
a campaign should contact Michele 
Bullard at 919.776.5823 or 
info@leecountyunitedway.org

} “BINGO!” OPENS TEMPLE 
SEASON. Broadway veteran Peggy 
Taphorn stars in “Bingo! The Musical” 
to open the Temple Theatre season 
on Sept. 3. Other shows include 
“Stones In His Pockets,” “A Christmas 
Carol,” “Blood Done Sign My Name,” 
“Marty’s ‘El Paso’,” and a Rogers 
and Hammerstein masterpiece to 
be announced soon. Discounted 
season packages are on sale through 
September. Call 919.774.4155.

Inside this issue

2 AFFLUENT RETIREES are on the 
way, according to Patrick Mason. 

But will they settle here?

3 GREEN BUILDING grows at 
CCCC thanks to a $200K grant 

from The Golden LEAF Foundation.
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MEASURING ECONOMIC “PAIN” 
Created as a gauge of general economic 
discomfort, the “Misery Index” — 
now 7.3 percent nationally and 12.7 
percent in Lee County — combines the 
unemployment and inflation rates (-2.1 
percent). The high was 21.98 percent 
in June 1980. Sources: U.S. Department 
of Labor, N.C. Employment Security 
Commission and InflationData.com.
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BUD MARCHANT
Green: A Healthy Future
Lee County and the surrounding 
areas are growing, and as we know 
from looking at older, urban areas 
in our nation, growth can have 
negative impacts, such as increased 
air pollution, more energy-inefficient 
homes, jobs in dirty industries and 
lack of a local food supply.

By contrast, for Lee County and 
the surrounding areas, growth is 
the motivation for doing things in 
new ways — green, sustainable 
ways — that benefit residents, 
workplaces, farmers, communities 
and the environment we all share. 
People want to stay, or move into, 
communities that enjoy the many 
benefits of sustainable lifestyles and 
healthy environments. Corporations 
and businesses prefer to remain in or 
relocate to these areas.

Federal, state and local governments 
are now actively promoting 
sustainability and providing funding to 
train workers for jobs in “green-collar” 
industries. 

Known as “Green Central,” Central 
Carolina Community College has 
been a long-time leader in promoting 
sustainability through education 
and partnerships with government, 
business and industry. 

Clean-fuel burning vehicles on the 
roads, well-weatherized homes in 
the neighborhoods, food fresh from 
a local farm or garden on the family 
tables, and a workforce trained for 
careers in clean, green industries — 
all add to the quality of life and the 
sustainability of communities.

Central Carolina Community College 
provides education in all these areas. 
We are proud to be a partner in 
building a sustainable future. 

Dr. Bud Marchant is president of 
Central Carolina Community College.
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Indicators may be sent to the editor at 

news@lcedc.com.
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“We’ve never had an ‘in-migration’ like 
we’ll have. I don’t want to overuse the 
term ‘invasion,’ but that’s what it is.”

That’s how Patrick Mason kicked off 
his presentation to the Committee of 100 
in June, before going on to explain how 
affluent retirees will begin flocking to the 
Carolinas some time next year.

More than 6 million out-of-state visitors 
plan to relocate or build a second home 
here, said the cofounder of the Center 
for Carolina Living, and that creates an 
enormous opportunity to attract well-
educated residents and new business.

They’ll choose where to live based on 
earlier visits as a tourist, and that’s why 
Mason believes it’s essential for attractive 
communities like Sanford to establish a 
tourism outreach to make sure visitors don’t 
simply drive by the city.

“This is a sunrise industry,” he explained. 
“It’s your choice whether you do something 
to get them to land here.”

In a fact-filled talk that touched on 
tourism, retirement and national migration 
patterns, he noted that:
} Significant in-migration will begin in 

2010 and last until about 2025.  

} The Carolinas are perceived as a good 
alternative to Florida, and many Floridians 
are now actually moving north.  
} Scenic beauty and climate are the top 

reasons why people move to the Carolinas. 
Recreation, cultural amenities, modest taxes 
and a low cost of living are also important.
} The perception that the Carolinas “cut 

corners” in education hurts our prospects.
} Every household moving here for 

retirement brings 1.5 jobs, $44,868 in bank 
deposits, a $198,000 investment portfolio 
and many other economic benefits.

Drawing the Dough 
Tourism key to attracting affluent residents 

CURRENT MISERY INDEX

United States 7.3%

U.S. Historic Low  (July 1953)  2.97%

U.S. Historic High  (June 1980)  21.98%
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North Carolina  9.0%

 People with 
money tend 

to move. 
People 
without 

money tend 
to stay put. 

Patrick Mason

speaking to the 
c100 in June

Res. Triangle 7.4%

Lee County 12.7%
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CCCC gets ‘green building’ grant Economic
Indicators

Lee. Parkdale America, Sanford, 
spun yarn, 81 affected. 

Lee. Zenith Pumps, Sanford, 
industrial pumps, closing by the 
end of this year, 68 affected.

area industrial closings

Students at Central Carolina 
Community College will 
have an opportunity to 
learn the essentials of ‘green’ 
construction techniques thanks 
to a $200,000 grant from The 
Golden LEAF Foundation.

Under the grant, at least 80 
people will receive training 
in the use of construction 
techniques and materials that 
are energy-efficient and friendly 
to the environment.

The heart of its training 
program, according to college 
leaders, is a mobile unit 
designed to provide hands-on 
training throughout the college’s 
service area of Lee, Chatham 
and Harnett counties.

The latest initiative is nothing 
new for the college. CCCC 
has offered ‘green’ building 
training at its Chatham campus 
since 2002, with courses on 
weatherization, solar panel 
installation, high-efficiency 
lighting, solar hot water 
heat, green HVAC and green 
construction.

But it does come at a time 
when the job market is growing 
for ‘green’ builders.

Construction programs are 
part of a larger commitment 
to sustainable education. Its 
sustainable agriculture and 
biofuels degree programs, 
college leaders say, are one 
reason the college has been 
tagged with the name, “Green 
Central.” Even a subtle change 
in the college logo — replacing 
a yellow triangle with green — 
helps make the point.

■    ■    ■    ■    ■    ■

Red Wolf receives
quality certification

Red Wolf, a Sanford-based 
company providing contracted 

manufacturing services 
for industry, received ISO 
9001:2008 quality certification 
in June, recognizing its 
compliance with international 
standards for how businesses 
should monitor quality 
and promote continuous 
improvement.

Certification is awarded to 
companies demonstrating a 
quality management system that 
includes a clear policy, decisions 
based on data, quality testing 
during production and regular 
performance audits.

■    ■    ■    ■    ■    ■

Hospital improves
ER responsiveness

Central Carolina Hospital 
announced significant gains 
in the emergency room this 
summer — reducing, among 
other things, the time it takes 

from sign-in to see a doctor 
from 86 to 33 minutes and the 
time spent per visit from 224 to 
127 minutes.

It also recently earned awards 
from the American Heart 
Association for its “Get With the 
Guidelines” program to improve 
the care of heart failure and 
coronary artery disease.

■    ■    ■    ■    ■    ■

Trion begins new
product rollouts

Trion announced a new 
product in early August, the 
Herrmidifier ComfortSteam, 
an innovative residential 
humidifier with commercial-
grade construction and 
advanced microprocessor 
control. Company officials say 
several other new products, also 
manufactured in Sanford, will 
soon be on the market.
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Taxable sales for Lee County were 
estimated at $42.76 million in 
June, the latest report, down from 
$50.52 million one year before. For 
Sanford in June: $33.38 million. 
Figures reported from last month of 
each quarter.

taxable sales
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RALEIGH AND THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK will soon be a 
whole lot closer, now that the state’s first modern toll road is 
under construction. By 2012, based on current projections, the 
Triangle Expressway will link I-540 with U.S. 1 just 16 miles 
from the Lee County line, providing quick and easy access to 
Raleigh-Durham International Airport, north Raleigh and other 
important locations throughout the Triangle area.

RALEIGH’S GETTING CLOSER

Lee County unemployment dipped 
to 14.8 percent in June from 
14.9 in April and May and 15.1 in 
February. The labor force estimate 
stands at 27,367. The state’s 
seasonally-unadjusted rate is now 
11.1 percent, with the regional 
figure at 9.5. Data listed from the 
last month of each quarter.

unemployment
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Lee County issued 12 building 
permits for new residential 
construction in July, more than 
any single month since last fall. 
Changes in the way county permits 
are reported may have affected 
some estimates. Figures are for 
permits issued over a two-month 
period for new home construction.

building permits
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	 INTERCHANGES
	 1	 I-40
	 2	 Hopson Road
	 3	 Davis Drive
	 4	 NC 54
	 5	 NC 540

	 6	 NC 55
	 7	 Green Level Road
	 8	 US 64
	 9	 Old US 1
	10	 US 1
	11	 NC 55 Bypass



September 2009

1 Downtown Sanford Inc. Board.          	
8 a.m. Lee County EDC Office, 226 

Carthage Street, Sanford. Contact David 
Montgomery, 919.775.8332 or downtown@
sanfordnc.net.

2 RTRP Economic Developers 	
Assoc. 10 a.m. 1000 Trade Drive, RDU 

International Airport. Contact Jane Haber, 
919.774.8439 or info@lcedc.com.

10 Central Carolina Society for 
 Human Resources Management. 

Monthly meeting. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Chef 
Paul’s Café, 610 E. Main Street, Sanford. 
Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439.

14 Public Policy Luncheon. State 	
 Representative Jimmy Love on the 

legislative session and economy. $10 to $20. 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Chef Paul’s Café, 610 
E. Main Street, Sanford. Contact the Sanford 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 919.775.7341.

16 Lee County Economic 
 Development Board. 4 p.m. Lee 

County EDC Office, 226 Carthage Street, 
Sanford. Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439 
or info@lcedc.com.

October 2009

6 Downtown Sanford Inc. Board.          	
8 a.m. Lee County EDC Office, 226 

Carthage Street, Sanford. Contact David 
Montgomery, 919.775.8332 or downtown@
sanfordnc.net.

7 RTRP Economic Developers 	
Association. 10 a.m. 1000 Trade Drive, 

RDU International Airport. Contact Jane 
Haber, 919.774.8439 or info@lcedc.com.

8 Central Carolina Society for 
Human Resources Management. 

Monthly meeting.11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Chef 
Paul’s Café, 610 E. Main Street, Sanford. 
Contact Jane Haber, 919.774.8439 or info@
lcedc.com.

10 FAMILY FUN DAY @ the airport. 
 Day-long celebration of aviation 

features free airplane rides by EAA Young 
Eagles for youth ages 8 to 17, rides in 
other aircraft at a nominal fee and military 
parachute jumps. Refreshments available. 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. RaleighExec: The Raleigh 
Executive Jetport @ Sanford-Lee County. 
Contact Dan Swanson, 919.776.2939 or 
info@sanford-leecoairport.com.
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FOCUS on Industrial Sites
The Colfax/Zenith Pumps building offers 
14,891 square feet of office space and 
34,122 square feet with 22-foot ceilings 
for light manufacturing on 12 acres in 
the Lee County Industrial Park. For other 
available sites in Lee County, visit www.
lcedc.com, click on “Buildings & Sites,” 
and select either buildings or sites.


